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	[bookmark: _Hlk205877902]Education is a planned effort, in creating a learning atmosphere and learning process, so that students actively develop their potential, to have spiritual religious strength, self-control, personality, intelligence, noble morals and necessary skills. The purpose of this study is to examine how the implementation of the religious strengthening program in improving student discipline at SMP Negeri 2 Pandaan. In this study, the author used a qualitative method, namely a research procedure that produces and Descriptive in the form of written or oral data from people and observable behavior. The results of the study indicate that the religious strengthening program has the aim of improving the Understanding of Religious Teachings, building moral and ethical character, and strengthening social ties within the community. From the reality at SMPN 2 Pandaan that this school has proven by improving student behavior towards discipline.
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INTRODUCTION
Education is a planned effort to create a learning atmosphere and learning process so that students actively develop their potential, to have spiritual and religious strength, self-control, personality, intelligence, noble morals and the necessary skills (Wiji, 2008). Through guidance, teaching, and training activities for their future roles. As stipulated in Government Regulation Number 55 of 2007 concerning Education and Religious Education, the aim is to develop students' mental attitudes and behaviors that are honest, trustworthy, disciplined, hardworking, independent, self-confident, competitive, cooperative, sincere, and responsible (PP Number 55 2007).
Islamic Religious Education is provided by following the demands that Religion is taught to humans to create humans who believe and are pious to Allah SWT. Islamic Religious Education as a conscious effort to increase students' faith, understanding, appreciation, and experience of Islam so that they become Muslim humans who believe and are pious to Allah SWT. This is also related to the 1945 Constitution Article 31 paragraph 3 that the Government shall strive and organize a National Education system that increases faith and piety as well as noble morals in Enlightening the life of the Nation. As well as to prepare students to become human beings in accordance with the goals of Islamic Religious Education. From this, it states that there is a learning process for students to be able to develop their potential to have religious spiritual strength. Religious Strengthening is a series of efforts aimed at strengthening and maintaining religious beliefs, values, and practices in a school. This can include education, Worship Activities that aim to strengthen religious identity and support the growth of individual spirituality. This religious strengthening is one of the directions of state policy intended to create a harmonious, peaceful, and tolerant religious and national life. In schools, this religious strengthening is crucial for students to develop high-quality, superior, and moral future leaders. This religious strengthening significantly influences positive attitudes toward the learning process and aims to increase student attention to lessons, stimulate and enhance learning motivation, and enhance learning activities and foster productive student behavior.
Discipline is a feeling of obedience and adherence to the values believed in and responsible for them. It is a condition in which students obey and implement the provisions, rules, values, and applicable rules with self-awareness without coercion. Students who are usually on time, obey all rules implemented at school, and behave according to applicable norms. To develop disciplined students requires time and a process, and requires daily implementation. Discipline is crucial for the progress of the school itself. An orderly school will create a good learning process. With discipline in schools, it is hoped that it will be able to create an effective learning environment.
From the explanation above, SMP Negeri 2 Pandaan is one of the public schools that has a flagship program, namely the Religious Program, which has been running since 2015 with the implementing coordinator Mrs. Siti Mariyam, S.Pd.I. This program aims so that students after graduating from SMP Negeri 2 Pandaan can read the Qur'an fluently and can understand religious knowledge more deeply, so that students can apply it in society and can bring a better name to the school. This program also aims for students to always apply discipline in any matter.
The religious programs at SMP Negeri 2 Pandaan include the morning Murottal which is held every day before learning time. This morning's murottal program was led by representatives of each class in turn. Representatives for each class consist of 2 students who will lead directly from the sound center in the teacher's room. All students in the class take part in morning murattal activities accompanied by a teacher during the first period. In this morning's murottal activity, students read short letters in chapter 30 and read Asma'ul Husna, then closed with a prayer before studying.
The next program is the Friday Legi Istighosah Activity. This istighosah activity is held on Friday Legi, according to the Javanese calendar. The activity begins at 6:10 a.m. WIB, starting with congregational Dhuha prayers, recitation of sholawat, and a religious lecture. This activity takes place on the ceremonial field and is attended by all students from grades 7 to 9.
Dhuha and Dhuhur prayers in congregation are one of the flagship programs at SMP Negeri 2 Pandaan. Congregational Dhuha and Dhuhur prayers are held daily according to a predetermined schedule. Dhuha and Dhuhur prayers are accompanied by teachers in the classes where prayers are scheduled. Dhuha prayers are held during the first period, at 7:15 a.m. WIB. Dhuhur prayers are held during the seventh period, at 11:45 a.m. WIB.
The next flagship religious program is Kopral Santri Satria 165 (Field Practical Competence for Santri Satria 165). This program is conducted during Ramadan and includes various activities, including reading the Quran, practicing ablution (wudu), practicing prayer, and reciting sunnah prayers, such as the prayer after the Dhuha prayer and the recitation of dhikr after prayer. This activity aims to identify students who lack understanding in matters of worship. Students who are lacking in this area will receive special mentoring from their respective religious teachers.
The purpose of this study was to examine how the implementation of a religious strengthening program improves student discipline at SMP Negeri 2 Pandaan. The hope is that the religious strengthening program can improve understanding of religious teachings, build moral and ethical character, and strengthen social bonds within the community.
METHODS
[bookmark: _Hlk205388715][bookmark: _Hlk205388749]This study uses descriptive qualitative research. This type of research is descriptive, namely the research steps of an object, phenomenon, or social setting that will be described in narrative writing. This research was conducted at SMPN 2 Pandaan, Pasuruan Regency, East Java in 2024. The research objects were students, teachers, and education staff. Data collection techniques used in this study were observation, interviews, and documentation using data analysis techniques according to Miles Humberman's concept, namely through data reduction, data presentation, drawing conclusions, and verification.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Implementation of the Religious Strengthening Program to Improve Student Discipline at SMPN 2 Pandaan
The Religious Strengthening Program aims to enhance understanding of religious teachings, build moral and ethical character, and strengthen social bonds within the community. As explained in Chapter II, the Religious Strengthening Program plays a crucial role in shaping students' spiritual and moral values. Active participation in various religious activities can have significant positive impacts.
The forms of religious strengthening programs at SMPN 2 Pandaan include, Daily programs in the form of morning murottal which are carried out before the first lesson by reading the letters in juz 30, reading Asmaul Husana and prayers before studying, congregational dhuha prayers are carried out in the first hour with a predetermined schedule and accompanied by the teaching teacher in the class in the first hour and congregational dhuhur prayers are carried out in the seventh hour with an existing schedule such as congregational dhuha prayer activities. Weekly programs in the form of mosque alms every Monday. Alms money is collected by the BK teacher and will be handed over to the mosque construction committee.
The monthly program in the form of Imtaq Meeting (Friday morning strengthening of faith and piety) is held on Friday (Friday legi) with various activities, including congregational dhuha prayer, sholawat and religious tausiah. The Islamic Holiday Commemoration Program (PHBI) is carried out in accordance with the existing religious holidays, such as the commemoration of the Prophet's Birthday, Isra' Mi'raj, Ramadan Fasting, Eid al-Adha. As for the annual program, namely Kopral Santri (Field Practice Competence) This activity is carried out in the month of Ramadan with various competency tests that must be carried out by each student including, practicing prayer procedures and their readings, practicing reading the Qur'an well and fluently, practicing sunnah prayer procedures and their readings, practicing dhikr after prayer. For students who are lacking in the competency test will receive guidance from religious teachers for one year of study.
The Religious Strengthening Program has a positive influence on the student learning process and aims to: increase student attention to lessons; stimulate and increase learning motivation; and increase learning activities and foster productive student behavior.
Student discipline at school is a direct reflection of their compliance with school regulations. Student compliance with all applicable regulations can support the creation of comfortable, effective, and beneficial teaching and learning conditions, thereby achieving optimal results. Therefore, fostering discipline in students is crucial, as it is a key determinant of student success.
In fact, SMPN 2 Pandaan is a school that already practices quite good discipline. There has been an improvement in discipline since the introduction of a religious strengthening program, from students arriving earlier to being more easily guided.
Interviews with teachers at SMPN 2 Pandaan revealed that the implementation of the Religious Strengthening Program at the school has been optimal. This includes teachers finding it easier to foster character in students, and students demonstrating improved discipline. This demonstrates that SMPN 2 Pandaan has successfully implemented a Religious Strengthening Program that has had a positive impact on its students. Furthermore, interviews with students revealed that they enthusiastically participate in activities related to the religious strengthening program. This ensures that students do not feel pressured to participate. This allows them to easily understand religious learning. This knowledge can be invaluable to students at SMPN 2 Pandaan.
Supporting and Inhibiting Factors of the Religious Strengthening Program in Improving Student Discipline at SMPN 2 Pandaan
Supporting and Inhibiting Factors include environmental, family, and school factors. It is undeniable that schools are a dominant factor in shaping and influencing student behavior. Efforts to establish a religious strengthening program are certainly supported by facilities, management, and work systems. Based on this theory, at SMPN 2 Pandaan, the supporting factor in the Religious Strengthening Program is teachers. Teachers are a factor within the school. Teachers are a reflection of students. In the religious strengthening program, teachers are very supportive because they make it easier for them to develop character and guide students towards goodness. In these activities, teachers also play a role in the success of student discipline at school. Therefore, teachers must be able to reflect good behavior so that students can behave well and succeed in implementing student discipline.
The second school factor is the students. Students play a crucial role in implementing religious strengthening programs. This ensures the program's objectives are implemented effectively and in line with its stated objectives. At SMPN 2 Pandaan, students are very pleased with the religious strengthening program implemented by the school.
The third factor supporting the religious strengthening program is parents. Parents are a key factor in the family, as children spend most of their time with their families. With this religious program, parents also contribute to its smooth running, such as the enthusiasm shown when parents wake their children up for school. Parents feel proud of their children for their deeper understanding of religion, greater discipline in worship, and ability to recite the Quran fluently and correctly.
Inhibiting factors in the religious strengthening program to improve student discipline at school are first; environmental factors as evidenced by self-motivation in students, referring to interviews with the principal that some students still have not implemented the religious strengthening program and behave in a way that is not in accordance with the objectives of the religious strengthening program. Starting from students still not arriving early to students not obeying the rules that have been stated in the school. so that students have not been able to feel the positive impact of the religious strengthening program that aims to improve student discipline and instill a heart with good morals. Second; The religious strengthening program guidebook, at SMPN 2 Pandaan school still does not exist. Thus, this religious strengthening program cannot be assessed well.
Some causes of undisciplined student behavior are as follows: undisciplined behavior can be caused by teachers. Undisciplined behavior can be caused by the school, unpleasant school conditions, lack of order, and so on. It can also cause less or no disciplined behavior. Undisciplined behavior can be caused by students, students who come from broken homes. Undisciplined behavior can be caused by the curriculum. The curriculum is too rigid, not flexible enough, too forced, and so on. This can lead to undisciplined behavior, in the teaching and learning process in particular and in the education process in general.
Based on this theory, the cause of the lack of discipline at SMPN 2 Pandaan is students' lack of motivation to improve themselves. This is evidenced by students still arriving late, not participating in lessons properly according to the existing rules, and students still using foul language or being impolite in the school environment.
The findings at SMPN 2 Pandaan suggest that the Religious Strengthening Program which includes daily murottal, congregational prayers, Friday Legi istighosah, and the Kopral Santri initiative during Ramadan has positively influenced student discipline through enhanced understanding of religious teachings, moral character development, and stronger communal bonds. This aligns closely with the conclusions of Bachtiar & Salim (2025), who found that Islamic Religious Education (PAI) shapes discipline via habitual religious routines, with teachers serving not only as instructors but moral exemplars supported by school leadership that fosters disciplined culture. The consistency of daily religious habituation appears essential in the internalization of discipline as a character trait rather than just procedural compliance.
Comparable results were reported by Solikhah & Meti Fatimah (2024) in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri 5 Boyolali, where PAI teachers, particularly in facilitating congregational Dhuhr prayers, significantly aided in improving student discipline. Their insights echo your own descriptions of teacher involvement as a facilitating factor at SMPN 2 Pandaan.
Furthermore, Yuliani & Chusniatun’s (2024) qualitative study at SMA Batik 1 Surakarta demonstrates that religious culture embodied by routine congregational prayer, Qur’an tadarus, and Islamic attitude habits cultivates discipline among students such as punctuality, responsibility, and adherence to school norms. These findings echo your argument that religious programs reinforce not only moral awareness but also observable behaviors that support an effective learning environment.
The theory of operant conditioning within Islamic religious education, as described by Imami et al. (2024), provides a psychological mechanism that may further explain the effectiveness of repeated religious rituals: through consistent reinforcement (rewards, recognition, or social approval), disciplined behaviors are more likely to be established and maintained. In your context, the Kopral Santri assessments and mentoring for students lacking in worship competencies can be seen as forms of feedback and reinforcement.
A complementary study by Oktavia (2024) in North Sumatra quantitatively demonstrates a positive and significant correlation between parental involvement in Islamic religious education and student discipline, with an r = 0.425. This underscores one of your identified supporting factors active parental engagement contributes considerably to reinforcing discipline shaped by school-based religious programming.
Taken together, these studies lend strong theoretical and empirical support to your findings. The combination of daily religious habits (murottal, prayers), institutional reinforcement (Kopral Santri evaluations), teacher role modeling, and parental support offers a coherent framework in which student discipline emerges as a moral habit grounded in religious ethos and reinforced through consistent practice and communal expectation.
CONCLUSION
The Religious Strengthening Program is a series of activities or initiatives designed to strengthen the beliefs, religious practices, and spiritual values of individuals or groups. The program's goals can vary, including increasing religious understanding, strengthening religious identity, and supporting spiritual and moral growth. The Religious Strengthening Program to Improve Student Discipline at SMPN 2 Pandaan has been running since 2016, almost eight years.
The forms of Religious Strengthening Programs at SMPN 2 Pandaan include: Morning Murottal, Imtaq Meeting (Friday Morning Strengthening of Faith and Piety), Dhuha Prayer in congregation, Dhuhur Prayer in congregation, Kopral Santri (Field Practice Competence), Mosque Alms, Commemoration of Islamic Holidays (BHBI). These activities aim to enable students to improve their religious understanding, strengthen their religious identity, and support spiritual and moral growth. The implementation of the Religious Strengthening Program to improve Discipline at SMPN 2 Pandaan has been carried out optimally in accordance with the objectives of the Program. Students prefer the Religious Strengthening Program and students care more about Discipline.
Supporting and Inhibiting Factors of the Religious Strengthening Program in Improving Discipline at SMPN 2 Pandaan are Teachers, Parents and Students. The Religious Strengthening Program makes it easier for Teachers to educate students' Character, Parents are very supportive of the Program because nowadays many students still cannot read the Qur'an and have a lack of religious understanding. Students also find it easier to understand religious material and there is an increase in student morals and discipline. The inhibiting factors are environmental factors as evidenced by decreased student motivation and SMPN 2 Pandaan does not have a guidebook on the Religious Strengthening Program in improving student discipline at the school.
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